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"t " M + & E ` 4 
Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly" ` 
(0. efthe Territory of Washington: — 
_ Custom requires the infliction of -a “speech” on this. qccasion. A 
temporary and accidental occupancy of my present position, and-my op- 
portunities for becoming familiar with the geography, topography.and 
history of our Territory having been limited, this requirement is some- 


what onerous. I hope, therefore, you will not expect minute: détails in 
the thoughts now to be submitted. JEN. 


Y 
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From what I have heard, seen and read, however} I believe there 
is a bright, a ‘glorious future, for the Territory. of Washington. She 
lies between, and in the thoroughfare of populous and mighty. nations ; 
a large part of the world's commerce must ultimately pass over her bo- 
som. She borders'upon the * majéstic Pacific, and has within her limits 
an inland sea, sufficiently capacious to furnish -safe anchorage for all the 
shipping now built, and it is filled with clams, crabs, oysters, salmon, and 
all the best Varieties of fish. She is, drained by the great Columbia 
“und its beautiful tributaries. . There is on these rivers the finest water- 
powers on the globe, and enough to propel all the mochinery in;use. 
I Ihe has the thickest, largest and tallest timber that grows, and -is un- 
doubtedly the best lumbering country -on earth; and yet she contains 
many beautiful and lovely prairies. Her.coal, iron, copper, silver and 
` GOLD fields, bid fair to equal, if not surpass, any yet discovered.’ "Her 
fertile soil produces apples, pears, plums, and all the berries to perfec- 
tion. Wheat, rye, oats,.peas, beans and.barley grow admirably. Her 
‘yield of hemp, flax and the grasses is unsürpassed; autin the produc- 
tion of. cabbages, turnips and POTATOES and vegetables-generallyehe is 
unequaled.. : Besides, her valleys are blessed with a mild’ pleasant climate 

_——a climate neither too hot nor too cold, too dry nor muchtoo wet!. ^ v 

` Everything considered, Washington Territory certainly ‘posséssds 
greater natural advantages, more of the elements of wealth-and true great- 
ness, than are foundin any other:Territory-or State on this continent. _ 

. There ig found nowhere else so many -facilities for acquring“allthe'staples 

Which supply the wants of life, and make a pedple prosperous; independent 
and happy: .Hereagriculture, commerce, manufacturing; MINING; lonibet- — 

ing, fishing, and all the various employments of industry may be profitably. 
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and successfully pursued. No other people are equally blessed with pure, 
clear cold water from snow-capped mountains, and at the same time brdarhe 
the pure air and enjoy the Zene breeze from the great ocean, consequently 
no people are in a greater degrée blessé with that best of earthly blessings, 
good. health; a héalth that"invigorates/cheers, and completes true great- 
‘ness and produces perfect énjoyment. With a proper development of her 
illimitable natural advantages, who shall predict the future greatness, or as- 

sign limits to the brilliant destiny of the Territory of Washington? 

' Let it never be forgotten, however, that these great advantages and 
blessings bringywith them corresponding duties and. responsibilities—du- 
ties we swst perform, responsibilities we cannot shirk. | 

School-houses, college edifices and temples -in which to worshi 
Almighty God, must be erected and sustained; public highways open 
and kept in repair; bridges built and kept up; and public morals estab- 
ished and maintained ; forno people can be truly prosperous and happy 
who do not duly appreciate and: properly guard public and- private 
morals. With a view to the proper and permanent establishment of mo- 
rality, I commend to your favorable consideration the common, sehool— 
the poor, though intellectual ‘and honest boy's college. " Lgislators who 
would, establish the liberties and happiness’ of the. people, must not neg- 
Ject their education. ^ Experience demionstíátes the perfect’ success f 
the. common school system—that the masses can bé educated, and that 
dt is cheaper tò educate the people than to punish the vices and erimes 
incident to ignorance. History shows that those communities having 
4he largest number of well sustained schools, colleges and churches, need 

 féwestjails‘and‘cibbets; therefore, I earnestly recommend the enact- 
ment; of libéral Jaws on the subject of common schools—laws which wilt 
put them upor a permanent basis, and thus secure to all our children a 
iberal education. 2 : : 
' In warmly ‘urging you to take under your fostering care our free 
schoals, I would by no mesns have you forget or neglect'the great inter- 
ests involved in our present and future ‘seminaries and colleges. — Our 


„munificent donations of lands for educational purposes, ‘should ‘be’ eare- ` 


fully watched and guarded, and no part of them suffered te be’ squan- 
dered under any pretext. In all cases,"those intrusted with ‘the 
selection or sale of these lands, or with the management or- disburse- 
ment of fimds-arising from their sale, should be ‘Held. to a strict and 


serutinizing accountability. = — ^: 

In my judgment, you should counsider well what powers and priyi- 
-Jeges are conferred over these lands by existing laws of Congress, and 
-ghould not transcend them your&elves nor suffer ‘others to do 80. ` I can 

hot. advise a ratification of Mlegal acts in relation to them. borates 
-depénds npon a rigid and faithful observance of the law as zt gs: -. 
want of such observance may; and’ X fear will lose. us a part, if not the 
wholé-of these lands, and Wreck allour hopes based upon them. Al 
-wrong-doers who would squander any’ part of these lands; Should be 
frowned down by an enlightened and patriotic publie sentiment. `. 

A conviction of duty eompels mie to say in this connection, T re- 
gard the acte of the last Legrislativé Assembly in relation to the UNI- 
-NERSITY LANDS, a5 illegal and void; and the action of ‘the Commission- 


} 


` sider the. public good, ahd that only. ` * 


ers hasty. and unwarranted. It is for you to determine, “after a eareful 


éxamination of the law and thé réport of the Commissioners, what leg- 
islatioii, if ány, should be had; and in-any that may be, you should con- 
+ * Y also regard the acts of. last winter,in relation to the Capital and 
the Penitentiary, as-very unfortunate. X careful consideration of ‘all 
thé facts, inclines me to think wisdom and fairness require the; re-lóca- 
tion of the Capital, at the place-the voters of the Territory may desig- 
nate-at the next general election. A law-can be framed which will make 
such. place he legal- Capital. Udo not make this suggestion to appease 
our Vancouver friends, for I think their action, since the decision.of our. 
Supreme Court, impropér ahd in very bad taste, to say the least. I-make 


it that this vexed: questiun-may*be honorably and satisfactorily. settled ` 


settled to the satisfaction of the people. . . 
A sité having been'sele&ted and ‘cleared, and the title thereto ap- 
roved at Vancouver, and it being more central than Poit Townsend, a 
ue respect to the publie interest and’ wishes requires the re-location of 
the Penitentiary at that place, and that too; without legislative trading. 
Its matter: of profound regret.that subjects of publie concern 
should ever be made to yield to ‘private ‘interest, and that the. public 
mind should be havrassed and distracted with the settlement of questions 
which should have had nó existénee, yet, when such do exist, I know of no 
betier way to settle them than that pointed out by equal'and exact Jus- 
tice to -all-parties and sections. The adoption of thesé recommendations 
will, it is believed, do that justice, and give general, if not universal sat- 
isfaction. These location questions must sooner or later be settled by 
the LAW of population, and the sooner they are settled the better for all 
concerned.. 2 S MN 
The universal experience of mankind proves the necessity: of laws 

on the subject of tsury. No country can permanently prosper without 
them, forno country is’ without its Shylocks—those who have no seru- 
ples of conscience’ in preying’ upon the wants and. nécessities of their 
fellow men—those who “ get all they can, and keep all they get.” The 
argument that such laws are always violated, would apply with, equal 
force to the laws against perjury, larceny, murder or other crime.” Be- 
cause bad men will violate the laws, sliould they, therefore, be repealed $ 
Such ‘argiimeniation would insult common - intelligence. -Wary traders 


and speculators are always able to hold their own with, and get from, ^ 


‘the honest and unsuspecting all they should have, with every legal res- 


traint thrown arownd them. Besides, high rates-of interest cripple 
trade, and prevent honest legitimate -investments of eapital, by tempt- 
ing the usuer to hoarde for the purpose of preying dpon the unfortunate 
oor. te zt t7 el 
P . High interests beget a desire to become wealthy; and causes hun 
dreds to. violate that wholesome injunction “hasten, not to be rich.” 
Exorbitant interest'fenrfully increases the anxiety to make a pile quick, 
and hurry back to the States. ‘That desire, I fear, tempts many to évil 
-acts—acts which -were scorned - prior to becoming so influenced. The 
unholy desire for sudden riches has ruined thousands. | Co XL 
-- kam in favor of every just measure that. has a tendency to restrain 
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that desire, for I regard it as the great evil of our age and nation. Hav- 
ing examined the terrible effects of usury from various stand points, I 
feel constrained to recommend -the passage of a stringent law. against it. 

All good citizens acknowledge and respect the sanctity of the mar- 
riage relation. Yet, the interests of society are often stabbed and stricken 
down, and. publie sentiment -outraged and insulted by disregarding that 
sanctity, in severing those who have been united in wedlock’s holy bans. 
Those ties should be sundered only by courts of competent: jurisdiction, 
and: only for one eause—the scriptural ground “ for a writing of divorce- 
ment." I sincerely hope you will scrupulously abstain from granting. a 
single divorce during your present session. I 

. There should be some legislation to protect our youth from the 
baneful influences of intemperance, sabbath breaking, gambling, idleness, 
and their accompanying vices. If men will keep tippling houses, and 
gambling hells,.they should be compelled by law to do so privately. 

"Our villages and public thoroughfares, should be cleared of the 
poor, miserable and degraded savage, to protect the youth of both races 
from contamination by contact. 

As enlightened men, and Christian legislators, you should make 
suitable provisions for unfoftunate fellow beings, either deaf and dumb, 
blind, idiotic or insane. Such provisions for such unfortunates would 
gladden the hearts of all true philanthropists, and be hailed as an omen 
of that true and genuine religion that “boasteth not itself,” but delight- 
eth in doing the will of “our Father who mt in heaven,"—a religion 
that should characterize the conduct of all who enjoy the many bless 
ings-of the nineteenth century, “at high twelve." 

Many important considerations influence me in this connection, to 
urge the election of Chaplains for each house of this Legislative As- 
sembly. The representatives of freemen in this day and age’of the 
world should not be afraid.nor ashamed to acknowledge publicly their 
dependence upon the Gad of nations, and ask His blessing daily upon 
themselves, their country and their labors. If you follow this sugges- 
tion, I hope to be able to get. the Government to make such Chaplains, 
reasonabie remuneration for their seivices. : 

A revision of ourlawsis badly needed, and should-be provided for 
at the Territorial expense. ` A 

Itis to be hoped you will adopt some suitable means to secure a 
fair representation of the Territory-at the next World's Fair to be held 
in London. . Ps : 

Laws providing a fair and equitable apportionment for the next Le- 
“gislature, and the re-assignment of our judges, should be passed—that 
all our fellow-citizens, and all the varied interests of our Territory,’ 
may be properly represented, and that all our people may enjoy equal 
facilities and advantages in our courts of justice. aS 
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The unequalled richness of our silver and gold mines will cause the 
eastern part of our Territory to settle. with unprecedented rapidity. 
Bold, hardy, enterprising miners, by thousands and tens of thousands, 
will locate among us within the next six- months. They will expect to 
be greeted and welcomed by our judges and other civil officers, and to 
enjoy the rights and blessings which flow. from an enlightened and lib- 
eral government. That they, may not be disappointed, I respectfully 


[T] 
mge'upon,your consideration the - propriety -of dividing tlie: Territory 
nto, three. judicial districts, equalizing the labors of the judges, as- 
iearly as may be, and.giving to suitors every possible facility- for ob- 
aining justice-in our courts. : RAE SMOD APRES: 
‘ +, lam aware of thè difficulties attending such~ districting, and that 
my plan which’can” be” submitted will be subject to objections, yet I 
venture to” propose the following: districts: ! A 

lst District, the. Sound section. ^. - 

2nd | do the Columbia. river region. 2 i 

3d or Mining District, all that part of the Territory east of a point 
ifty miles east of Walla Walla. <: I also própóse that each of our judges 
be required tö hold courts in at least two. places. Say; for example, at 
Olympia and Part Townsend in;the first'or Sound District. -At Van- 
zouver and Walla ‘Walla, in the Second or River District, andat Pierce 
City, and Smithville, (or such*other placeas the judge assigned to that’ 
district may designate) in the Third or Mining District. This arrange- 
ment will accommodate citizens: of all parts of our "Territory, anl not- 
withstanding the judge assigned to the Third or ‘Mining District will 
have much the largest share of labor, it is, in my judgment, as near an 
equitable distribution of judicial duties, as can be made at this time. It 
provides for three courts on each side of the mountains, and althongh 
the weight of population is, eren now, before the accession ‘of the spring 
emigration, greatly in favor of our brethren the other side of ‘thé Cas- 


cades, yet it is believed they will be satisfied with this arrangement, at ` 


least for the next year, but it would be unreasonable to ask or expect 
them to be content'with less than Aa/f our courts, when they have at 


least two-thirds of the population, and’ will certainly have nine-tenths of . 


the litigation. | 


I suggest the propriety of setting apart, by law, the first week of 
each term of our District-and-Territorial Courts for pleading and mák- 


ing up issues; and that jurors, parties and: witnesses be required to'comi- . 


mence their attendénce the second, -instead of the first week of each 
term, Such alaw would be a gréat saving to the public, and would 
very materially lessen the bwithens, delays and hardships of litigation. 


In this connection, it is proper to call your attention to the necessi __ 


T for a code of miners! laws, for the bénefit'of our citizens engaged in 
at, the great, the controlling interest of our Territcry. Those laws 
should be liberal and just; such as have been found by experience to 
work well in California and other mining districts. The General Gov- 


ernment should be immediately informed of our, rich’ discoveries, and’ ' 


warmly urged to secure to us, and those who may come among us, by 
treaty stipulations, the right to work the ríies throughout the entire 
gold-bearing region of our T'eritory. Without such treaties, we have 
no legal or moral right to enter upon or work any of the mines in those 
vast regions, covered by the impróvident and unjust tréaties made: with 
the Nez Perces and other Indian tribes, and included. within boundaries 


which were impropérly assigned to said Indians. Thé attention of the E 
et ap Government must be called to this subject to- prevent hostilities ` 
with the Indians, which will grow-out‘of: encroachments on our partan» > 
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less-something is speedily done in thé premises. - 
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in thia connection, I cannot too waimly. and. eünestly: urpe^upow 
you the necessity.for a prompt, efficient and: <thotough ‘organization’ :6f 
the militia of this Territory. War--a ‘stupendous war—actually exists 
in our beloved country, and before it ‘closes, for “the end ‘is not-yét;^ we 
may have trouble with the.sayages, and.quité as likely, difficulties with 
the Mormons, friends of a Pacific-Republic, and other tveitórs; all- cö 
bined. The adage tells us “in time of peace prepare for wan” * Al, 
though the citizens of the Pacific coast ave not now ad¢tually.engaged in 
war, I feel it my duty, as a sentinel upon the watch-tower; to sourid the 
tocsin of alarm;.and call upon you, the Senators and Represéntatives of 
a brave, honest and chivalrous constituency, to prepare for their common 
safety.by providing means for their common, defence.’ " E d 
. - There are in tlus Territory not more than six thousand mien, bé- 
tween the ages of sixteen and sixty, capable of bearing dims, whild theté 
are at least twelve thousand Indian warriors, and tho8e east of -thè Gås- 
cades fine horsemen—a fair forest cavah y. NP E 
... There are about two hundred and fifty thousand Indians west of 
the Mississippi river; of these fifty thousand are Watricis: ^ Strikó: 
Tine north and south through Omaha City, in Nebraska Térritory, atid 
west of that line there is not to-day a single United’ States ` soldier ‘to 
protect the population from the incursions of this formidable foe. - I do 
not call attention to these notable facts, und thus warmly uigé à favora- 
ble consideration of this recommendation, to producé @ panic in thé püb- 
lic mind, but to convince you of the necessity for action, prompt'and 


energetic. - NCC PA ; . 

By a law of Congiess, approved August 5th (last), our "l'eriitory 
is called upon for “seven thousand, seven. hundred and fifty-five and ofie- 
third dollars. Both patriotism and pride require us to meet that call 
promptly. —You.can save our tax-paying peoplé fifteen "per centum of 
this amount by assuming its-collection and payment. H the Général 
Government has to collect i, our people will have the whole mount: tò- 
pay, and the publie treasury will be little if any benefited; therefore; 
hoth duty, interest dnd patriotism require you to provide for its "prompt 
and faithful payment. MEME 


- 


Tf you make this necessary and reasonable provision, you will have 
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to give the Secretary of the Treasury notice of your actin. "Phe adop- 


' tion of this suggestion will secure for.you the confidence and respect of 


‘our Government, and will be proof that you undeistand: and appretiaté. 
the important, arid peculiar relation existing betweén Territorial -Legis- 
lators and the General Government, and wil] command for your memo- 


rials and requests respect and consideration, " 
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_, „And here, Ivemark, nothing would give inè, greater pléasaré “than 


for this honorable Legislative Assembly ‘to ddo 
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otie:efforts t6 gastaiti the Government. "For mei Who éeit-dimingdiak 
inthis crisis between, the Administration’ atid the- Gorerifmétit, Ar6; 
adi the-léast, of doubtful loyalty ; and such men are sitré to-be-blbid-tu/ © 
the fat; that the leadérs ofthe ‘rebellion have im nó one single. instdiicé 
since its iInsuguration appealed to the people for their approval, but-have- 
carefully, constantly’ and” despotically abrogated the’ people's- rights: 

They have proved-themselves enemies of a republican: form’ of goverii« 

wmenttyrants of first water. They liáve ruled their negroes aiid | poor 

white‘néighbors until tliey have ruined themselves, and they now: wish: 

to rùin the free North. => — - ' i AD ae -- 

! Your attention i$ respectfully called to the statements; reports; fus 
morials, &c., herewith filed,“and numbered! From; one to twelve irclitivé. 
“+ “Agriculture, the great employment of the masses--6f- our courittys 
should be ericouraged. ‘This can be-done in an entinént degree, by pay’ 
img libéral bonuses-out of the Territorial, Treasury to, agricultual socios 
ties.- This plan has beeit found to work well wherever it has beéri tried. 

. "t. "Thé copies of memorials in the archives of this Territory corivities ~ 
rotlat you havé -génerally passed fod many; that you lave” beet itr - 
tlie habit of asking too much‘ and relying too little upon your wi 
Sfrexréth,’ Tt is time we should depend upon our own tesdurcés for Adiy —. 
if not most our wants. Our patriotic’ people will cheerfully contribütéfo — ' 
the common fan for the common good. ‘They will not grumble’ at being : 
veatonably faxed for free schools, for roads, for-a revision of. our lf; 
fox-the support of the unfortunate and afflicted, for the proper orgakiza: 
tion of the-militia, for RAISING THE AMOUNT DUE THE UNITED STATES 
bý act^of Congress approved the'5th day of August last, or for any othef .' 
reasonable purpose—especially now, when our Government is being fried 
most'sorely, and needs all its resources to put down thé gigantic rebel:  . 
lion, “I-would recommend, therefore, few memorials. “You might, pers ` 
Haps; select two:or three stibjects of most importance, and converitrs 
your whole strength, and have reasonable hope of success; but sprem 

_ out all over space, ask for everything you fancy agréeable and you wil . 

got nothing. -Besides weshould not zow ask for anything which would ~ 

in the least weaken the General Government, however important to- us; 

for ALL our future depends upon its perpetuity,  . — 2 

.- . Formyself, [think of but one thing I would willingly ask at pres- 
“ent: itwould be for authority to hang traitors—men who with long faces 

ery peace, peace, in this time of their country’s greatest war and greatest 

ri. Our Government has ahvays dealt io leniently with men who op- 
posed it intimes of war: È would-rejoiceto ‘know that such men would 
speedily receive the piutishiment their treasori riens, For, call the course 

' pursued by them “Southern rights,” call it “ States:rights,” call it “ Seces- ' 
sion,” eallit * Rebellion,” call it: * Revolution,” call it what you will,and i 
then sugar-coat and ornament,its name in the most artistic manner by the . 
asg of high-sounding words, arranged: and- marshaled into well-xaunded 

‘sentences and paragraphs, and itis -Zreason. still — "Pressur'dpdiMWtthe ' 

' Government, Treason against our glorious Gonstitution, Tredsoh/ágainst ! 

the rights and hopes of philanthropists throughont/the world, Treason ~ 

.Bgajnst.everything neax and deax and sacred to au Americanfreeman,‘Trea-. : 


* 


won againstreligion and religion'sGod. Yes, fellow-cifideris, the course pig. "- 
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sned by certain peace men, is Troasiri pire, unadulterated Treason. Tréa-, 
&oninallsits hideous and loathesome deformity; and all the leaders. of this. 
unholy:rebellion in the South, and, their aiders, abettors and sympathizers. 
in the North who cry peace, peace, when there is no‘peace, are traitors, and: 
deserve a traitor’s, punishment here, and will receive a traitor’s curge heré! 
after." No matter whether they call themselves Douglas Democrats, Breck-. 
inridge Democrats; Union men, Americans, Know Nothings, or.friends of 
Peace. Peace! 'Theresvasa peace party in this country in the days.of the 
American revolution; there was apeace party during the war of twelve; 
there was a Mexican peace party in our country a few years ago, and: 
notwithstanding the ignominious fate of all these peace parties, and of 
all the peace men of which they were composed, we have a large peace 
party.in this country now. A peace party! A peace, party when the 
Constitution of our country, the last best hope of the philanthropist.is 
being: stealthily stabbed! A peace party, when the enemies of civil,and: 
religious liberty; the dearest rights of man; are known to he-abroad with 
arms. in hand; a peace party, when our. country’s Capital, bearing the 
name Washington! is menaced; a peace party, when a part of the 
public, purse and property of the people are in the possession of public 
and. private plunderers. May the members of this peace. party be,zot 
forgiven, they do know what they do! p a 
- , Fellow-freemen, notwithstanding our country’s troubles, and the dan- 
gers.by which we are surrounded, yet ours is indeed a highly favored. 
community. If we are true to ourselves—true to the great trusts confi- 
ded to us—true to the, instincts of Liberty and the rights of man, we 
shall.soon be a great, a glorious State—an integral part of a great and 
glorious nation, living under and protected by one great and glorious 
Constitution, shielded and animated by the same glorious,flag, without 
the diminution of a single star or the rending of solitary stripe, that 
waved over and animated our fathers while they fought for freedom. 
Glorious old star spangled banner—“longmay you wave, o'er the homes 


of.the. fiee and the land. of the brave.” AME 
"n : : 'L. JAY S. TURNEY. 


T December 19, 1861. 
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RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO CORRESPOND WITE. 
- THE LESSEES OF THE OREGON STATE PENITENTIARY FOR CER- 
:« TAIN PURPOSES. HE port 


Resolved by the Council, the House concurring, That His Excellency thé Gov- 
ernpr be, and he is héreby, requested to correspond with. Messrs, Besser and. 


* 


ul 


mE IS: 
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Rati, Jessees of the Oregon’ State Penitentiary, and ascertain on what terms, 
if any;'they will take into custody the five convicts of this Territory, and any 
Gthers that we may hereafter have, until such/time'as we shall have erected the 


Í ‘Territorial, Peniteutiaty.. - - P 


24 And „His Excellency wil, QS soon as ‘practicable, report such ‘formation, to C 
both ‘branches of the Assembly, including the opinion ofthe Chief Justice ag 
to thé legality of such’ transfer. , n 
^ ' Passed December 2 22, 1860. M 07 
eo ^o LYMAN’ SHAFFER, os i 
.' Speaker House of Representatives. 
^ PAUL K. HUBBS, 
T President of the Council. 
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RESOLUTION ‘RELATIVE TO KEEPING THE See Sole OF TRE betes 
' * TORY UNTIL THE PENITENTIARY IS BUILT.- ` * 


we x “at 
x ES y f. 


Teenie or Wásumerow; Nec Orrtch, d 
i Olympia, Apl 16, 1861. qur" 


` A 


Msgs, Bisen AND „Estis, t ] 
Lessees of Oregon State ENCE AT 


‘Gene NEN: E. enclose herewith | a copy of a resolution passed y the 
Pegislative Assembly of this Territory, at its late session, ‘requesting the Gov- 
ernor to ‘correspond with Messrs. Besser and Betis; lessees- of the Oregon State 
Penitentiary for certain purposes.’ 

I have respectfully to request, that you will. ‘furnish -me, ihe inforthatigh 
called for by the resolution at your earliest convenience. 

l am, gentlemén, very respectfully, "TD E , 
Your obedient servant, f 
' HENRY M. McGILL, 
cur mi ‘Goveriok: 
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ee XiSns. BESSER AND PENTLAND TO GOV.” McGILL. 1 
IA Srare PEXIiENTIARY, PORTLAND, Onzáox, 

z l April 23, I861. r} 
Base M. dodit, Ese, " : PSN . 

^ Acting Governor of the Teritory of Washingtons. 9s - s + ve 


Sm We are in reeeipt of your communication dafed Olympia, wl T. 
Ápril 16, 1861, enclosing & copy of resolution of the Teiritorial Legislature: in’ 
_ relation to the five convicts now in custody in your “Territory. MEME 
<:> In reply, we beg to state, we will receve and.take charge of them;: and 
“any ‘others that may be sent from your! Territory, We will guard them; -feed: 

dude clothe them iu coarse, strong clothing, for three dollars.and, seventyefive" 
' tents ($3 75) per week ; ;.conditioned, that we shall have the privilege:of beca- 
sionally working them if needed, ,or ‘if deemed safe to "do'so; and. farther; that 
the.payments for such keeping, clothing, &c., are make us in cash at ithe end 
of each and every ‘month of four weeks. . The legality of the transferof ourse 
“the Chief Justice Wil! certify to, a copy of which we should like to haversDhis 
proposition, if accepted, we should wish to know as early as possible,'as we 
shall: have-to make &rrangements for the reception and SQUARE of the men, 
Your‘eanly-reply will oblige: 

Yours, respectfully. i 

BESSER & PENTLAND, M 
: ' — Lessees f the Penitentiary, 
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, Beenfrany'a-Orrres, Dec 2,1861, + 
Hox. c. 0. ‘Howser, 7 


Chief Justice of Washington’ Territory. :* 


1 respectfully: call your attention to the accompanying resolution, and” ask 
your opinion qn the peint therein named. à 
70 Nery sean: &e 

- È. JAY S: | TURNEY, ° 


» 
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a 
Ouyupra, Dec. 2, 1861. 7 


His EXELLENCY,, Gov Turney - " 


+ , Yours of this date, asking my opinion in Felgtlon to press songlist to 
Oregon. for confinement is received. ^ ec 

In reply, I have only to say, that I — of no adtlonts either in the 
Organic Act or any where else, that would justify an y such proceeding. My 
opinion therefore is, that neither the Governor or Legislature have any such 


authority.- 
. 6. C. HEWITT, 
Chief Justice of Washington frs 


+ tg c 


M» M o4 


"To His. TE E 


the Governor of Washington Trion: : 


Whereas, the Legislature of the Territory: vof Washington at its last session, 
passed tan act to incorporate the Walla Walla and Clearwater Rond Company,” - 
comprising and associating together as corporators, Elias D. Puente Joseph L. 
Davis, James Buckley and Lycurgus Jackson; ; 

And whereas, itis required of said corporators, or a majority of them, to 
report a synopsis of their proceedings to the Governor of the Territory annu- 
ally, on the Ist day of December, commencing on the An day of November, 
1861; > 

Therefore, said corporators beg leaye to submit the following report : P 

That in the month of April, 1861, they proceeded from Walla Walla to 
explore the route of said road, as indicated by said charter, which route was 
found to be practicable for such road, except an interruption occasioned by tlie 
interference of the Indian Agent of- the Nez. Perce Indian Reservation, who stop- 
ped the travel through said Reservation for a short time. 

That on the 2d day of November, said corporators met at ‘Walla, Walla, 
Present: E. D. Pierce, J. L. Davis, James Buckléy and L. Jackson, there hay- 
ing been no other persons associated with them under the provisions of said 
charter ; whereupon said corporation organized by electing E. D. Pierce Presi- 


dent, and J. L. Davis Secretary. That said meeting then adjourned and - "met ‘ 


agesin at same place, November ‘th, , 1861, at which meeting the es was 
authorized to Isy out the road, locate. ferries and, build boats. 
"Zhat-the road. and, ferries. ‘have not as yet produced any. nett Profis... V ed 
All of which is. respectfully submitted to your Excellency. 7 
Witness our hands and private seals, (no corporate seal having, 28 yet d 
procured,) ih Th day of' November, 1861, , 


7 ^ ae 
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"S ; o NES " J. L DAVIS 
Á $ - £u x . Secretary. 
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c (e. oon Nov Stine T01- 


verc 
^ « Sir:—1l take great pleasure in performing:that part of.my duty as Quarter 
Master General of Washington Territory, which reguires that should report to 
you annually, before the meeting of. the Legislative Assembly, and have now 
the hopéj:to submitto you my official report as such for the past year. i 
The grade of arms for this Territory received last summer, consisted of two " 
.'* Colt’s reYoiving rifles" with bayonets complete, and thirty-three pairs Colt’s 
holster pistols with'carbine breach. .  . i ] 
There are, at present, in the block house in Olympia, the following Terri-- 
-torial arms, to-wit: 2 12 pound Howiizers; complete with Ammunition Boxes, 
Harness, &c.; 82 -Rifle Muskets, with Bayonets; 195 U.S. Muskets ; 5 U.S. 
Rifles; 1 Colts Revolving Rifle; 3 Cavalry Sabres. ' 
These arms have jnst been thoroughly cleaned and are now in good order. 


a D a2 


Besides those already mentioned, there are a few old, damaged ‘sitiall’ arms:6f 
various kinds, aì} of which are completely useless and of no intrinsic value. I 
therefore exclude them from thé list — - - "1 -@ : 

» [have issued during the past season the following: arms:: One, Howitzer 

éomplete, and twenty U. S. Muskets to "Jefferson. county:- Fifty-éight U. S. 
Musket& and three Cavalry Sabres to the militia company orgasized= 3$ Port 
Madison : ^ Twenty pairs Holster Pistols and six Cavalry Sabres to thè Léwig 

cotitity. Mounted Rangers: One case containing twenty Rifles to, Whatcom 
county, and three Cavalry Sabres to the Pierce county Volunteers, “i 3X: tii 

«There have been also issued to the members of the last Legislative :Assem- 
bly of W. T., forty-seven Rifles, and to the Indian Department, twenty Rifles; 
and four pairs Holster Pistols- These arms were supplied to the Indian Depart- 
nent apa time when hostilities on the part of the Indians at differént- pat son 
the Sound were anticipated, with the understanding that thése ‘arms Would be 
yYottirned at any time they miglit be called for? ^^: * > | - as 
"* [have also issued to private individuals upon'the same conditions, sundry 
Rifles, fifteen U. S. Muskets, one Colt’s Revolving Rifle, nine pairs Holster Tis. 
tols; and thirteen- damaged small arms, for which I have inéividual réčèipts.— ` 

. The quota of arms for this Territory for the next season, will consist’ en- 
tirely of U.S. Rifles. Ibegleaveto state that, in consequence of -the:-damn- 
mess.df"fhe block house in which the arms are képt, they were becoming foul 
and rusty, consequently I was ‘compelled to employ an armorér to clear then} 
up} snd therë being no avilable funds'to meet the expénse thus créstéd; I 

would respectfully suggest that this matter-bé-brought to the noticé of the Leg- 
islative Assembly, in order that it may make the necessary appropriation to de- 


E 


fray the same. `~ 


: Ihave thé honor to be your obedient servant, ^" : ag MEL S 
PR ; ^^ RICHARD LANE, 


i Qr. Master: Gen. W. T. 


L 


"To His Excellency, L. J. S. Turney, ae DNE 
| Acting Gov. W. T., and Commander-in-Chief of Militia- 
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PT E Secretary of Washington Territory, Olympia :' . 


í P ai je. x " " , P 
. BiR--Your létter of the 29th, .of January, asking whether:the decisions; of 
the Supreme Court of tbe Térritory would be printed and paid for from the 
funds in your hands, was received per mail of this morning 


T 


EN ^ ` > - 
3 3. | 
Aa such an expense is so. manifestly foreign. to the object intended to be 


subserved by the, appropriation for ‘Legislative expenses, you will infornrthe. 
printer that he must look to the Territory for his compensation. 


l'am; fespectfully, > QUU RS 
. Your obedient sery ant, ad. ts pe S 
F 7 TT -  W. MEDILL, =. g'i 


~ ' we Comptffollér. 7 
r ay af M 


"3 ` Comptroller’s Office "^ 
to "March 11, 1861. 
HzwhY M. Moin, EsQ., ; "o. l d 


a Secretary of the Territory ‘of Washington, Olympia > 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, , s E E 
* 


Sm--The Hon. Secretary, of the Treasury bas referred to this office, -for 
proper action, your communication of the 21st of January lust, enclosing & copy 
of .a Jojnt Resolution of the Legislative Assembly of your. ‘Territory, asking . 
for authority to pay for the services of an Enrolling and Engrossing clerk 4 from ' 
the funds in your hands.  . : : 

While I do not question the necessity of such officers, Lknow, of no authori- 
ty.that would justify their employment and payment from the Legislative fund, 
nor, indeed, from any other available to the Department. The provision jn 
the | Organic Act of the Territory relative to the efficers of the two Houses is as” 

allows : i 

* u And a Chief Clerk, one Assistant Clerk. a Sergennt-at-Arms; 
and Door-keeper, may be chosen for each House ; and.the Chief Clerk shall re- 
ceive five dollars per day, and the said other officers three dollars per day during 
the session of the Legislative Assembly ; but no other officers shall be paid by the 
United States." This is too explicit to admit of discussion. ' 

Thesame necessity in this respect having'existed in some of the other Terri- 
tories, specific provision was made for them “by Congress. I beg to refer youto ; 
page 567, Vol. ÍX., Statutes at large, and page 257, Vol. X., for cases in point. 

i have no, doubt but that a memorial to the same effect from the Assembly and 
urged by your- -delegate, would meet with success, « 
~ - I am, respectfully, > 
l pa. . W.-MEDILL, 
"4 . ‘ Comptroller. 
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SU aye Q3 


* x Sin—I-haye to acknowledge the receipt ‘of your letter of the Ath ultimo, . 
transmitting a certified copy óf'a Memorial passed by the Legislative Assembly 
of the Territory of Washington for the establishment of a Port of: ; Delivery s at 
Dunginess, Clalm county, W. T. - EN 
Thepower of establishing Ports of Delivery reat with Gongress and not 
with the Department... ' T 
"The: Memorial'in.qüéstion will be retained on file in this Department, await- 
ing such. disposition of it as the Legislative Assembly may determine. 
> SED! am, very respeetfully ^ ^, = -~f 
eir 00 78D P. CHASE, ^ 
Secreiary of the Treasury: . 
s M: MeGrirr, Esq:; Secretary of Washington Territory, Olympis, W Ww. W.T. 
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8 Orricz, ] 


s.l T. :. (TREASURY DEPARTMENT, COMPTROLLER! 
` n NT Lu Àprit 23,1861. 7 7 
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Hensy <M, MoGrrr,. Esq. D eg es pe TP 
(o 5 Fi". 72 ihate Secretary of the Territory of Washington, Olympia : 
~~. Sir—Your letter of the 8th February to the Hon. Secretary of the Trégsury 

relative to ‘the employment of an Enrolling dnd an Engrossing^Clerk, was refer- 

red to this ófficeforpropéraction.  . < : | ^ pT RT RR Ri 
' "Theigaíne subject having been ‘brought to thé attention of the-Department: 


per your letter of the 21st January previous, and' action taken upon it per com- ' - 


munication to you of the 11th ultimo, à copy of said, communication was aub-, 


D e "n + a 
, tary of the Treasury, and the samé has been, per àd-; 
" v wy ‘ rag t eco M o« "M 


vice from liim of even date, approved. 
MEME ' + lam; verf: respectfully,- w 


> 07 a fe tk 
MEDILL, > _ | ^ 
- Comptroller. 
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. : Mreasury DEPARTMENT; COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 
NIME - 1 ^^ May Ist, 1861. 
HENRY M. McGiLL, : 


nl 


* Weretófate, “aud bowid under your supervision". s a ostas 
s- n To give-effect to this instruction, the Clerkin -eharge of the jour-- 
nal of each House must furnish daily a,copy of the minutes to ihe prin- 
tory:and it-was, therefore, esteemed to be a part of his duty, for which; 
compensation was provided in his per. diem, and this he has received. 

i The Resolution directing à re-print of all the laws.of.the Territory 
presumes their revision or codification, and as provision. for this prelim- 
inary actioh^was sought from Congress almost simultaneously with the 
adoption of the above resolution, (See Memorial, Session Laws, 1860-61 . 
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. 139) the immediate. perforinance of the Work” by the printer could.» 
hardly have been in contemplation. But whether this was or was not 
the case; it could not be authorized now. ‘Theregular-atnual apptópri- 
‘ation ‘made for Legislative expenses, does not coyer tlie printing. of.more | 
than the results'óf the annual legislation.. It has always been. held that... 
a re-print, or the-printing-of a-codification of the laws, is a matter for ' 
the-specialaction:of Congress, and it is the-duty of the "Territosi&l Del- 
egaté to sée-.fhat it is:had. While, thereforó, this’ resolution "e&nnot bà 
entertained, that directing the- printing of 500 copies ofthe School dnd 
Róad law, in pamphlet form; . for distribution aniong the. officers.of ` 
schools and supervisors of roads, may, and you will accordingly cause 
it to be complied with.. . : m. ode p - D 
'Ebese;instruetions are addressed to you on the presumption that ~ 

you have not yet:been relieved by -your successor. Ms 


Tam, respectfully yours, ^ - > $ 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY, 
RR S iaid 7.7 s T at Comptroller. 


; . REGISTER’S OFFICE AT OLYMPIA 7 7s 
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Nnurmber-of Donation Notifications,- .......... wed EE S E 

do do Certificates issued,.......... NCC NS ... 199 

vide: . do Patents "as near'as known..*...2..... saseg rd 

",do- - Pre-emption claims filed, part of which arein Vaneou- : 

weh com werDisuebeseoseetee t res Lm .. 855 

ny do: -.* :Patents issued" on. pre-emption elaimsg,............ 23 22 

HUE eS : E 2E 
E In consequence^of'a little neglect in the manner in which: business 


has; been conducted in this ‘office, it is not possible tó "tell without cón- - 
siderable labor, the exact number-of patents which have beew issued; 
but the-nuiiber:given is doubtless very nearly correct’ — ^ | 1, 
:* m There is no‘means.of knowing what number of pre-emption claims 
are held on unsurveyed: lands, as there are none filed in this office. " “ 
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